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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



May, 



will tend almost irresistibly to turn them back into 
the very barbarism from which so much has been 
done to redeem them. The veneer of modern mili- 
tary tactics, long-range rifles and glittering bayonets, 
with which it is proposed to seduce the Indian boys, 
will not make the thing a mite different from the 
nature cultivated by the warwhoop, the war dance, 
the tomahawk and the scalping knife. 

The educated Indians of the nation, who have 
already begun to feel the ennobling power of the new 
life which has been opened to them through the in- 
fluences of Carlisle, and the schools of the Indian 
Territory and elsewhere, must naturally feel insulted 
that the lads of their race are to be considered valu- 
able chiefly because their inheritances make it easy 
to convert them into fighting-machines and " food for 
powder." They will desire these boys to go for 
their education to other schools, where they will not 
be subject to this degradation, and it would be a great 
service to the nation and to civilization in general if 
they should arouse among the Indian tribes them- 
selves such opposition to the new scheme that they 
would not send a single boy or girl hereafter to 
Carlisle, and thus force the school to return to its 
former condition or close its doors and quit. 



The Eighteenth of May. 

The 18th of May, the anniversary of the open- 
ing of the Hague Conference six years ago, is des- 
tined to come speedily into general observance as 
international peace day. At least in this country is 
this the case. In our last issue we called attention 
to the fact that the numerous Circles of the great 
Chautauqua Association throughout the nation will 
observe the day this year and hereafter annually; 
and that the editor of the Ohio School Journal has 
prepared a program for the observance of the day this 
year in the schools of Ohio. 

The American Peace Society three years ago 
adopted this as the date of holding its annual meet- 
ings. Most of the other peace societies have done 
the same. The Peace and Arbitration Committee of 
the National Council of Women from the very first 
chose the 18th of May for a universal demonstra- 
tion of women in behalf of arbitration and peace. 

Now comes the important action of the Massachu- 
setts State Board of Education, through its secretary, 
Mr. George H. Martin, in urging the observance of 
the day in all the schools of the state. This action 
is so important that we print herewith in full his 
letter to the superintendents of schools sent out on 
the 11th of April : 

— Mass. 



best endeavors to instill into the minds of the children 
and youth committed to their care the principles of " love 
of country, humanity and universal benevolence." 

It has become a general practice in schools to stimulate 
the love of country by special exercises in connection 
with the public holidays, February 22, April 19 and 
May 30. 

A favorable opportunity to cultivate the other two 
virtues, " humanity and universal benevolence," is now 
afforded in the setting apart of the 18th of May in com- 
memoration of the opening of the Hague Conference, 
May 18, 1899. This day is to be widely celebrated in 
Europe and by numerous organizations in America. 

The Board of Education recommends that appropri- 
ate exercises be held in the schools of Massachusetts on 
May 18 for the purpose of emphasizing the blessings of 
peace, of showing the superiority of arbitration over war, 
and of exalting the brotherhood of nations. 

Such exercises might profitably include brief accounts 
of the settlement of recent international disputes by arbi- 
tration, together with quotations, readings and recitations 
concerning peace from the writings of Washington, 
Sumner and other statesmen, and from the poems of 
Holmes, Lowell and Whittier. 

An appropriate motto for the day would be : God hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth. 

Very truly yours, 

George H. Martin, 

Secretary. 

School officials and associations in this country 
have been, for some unaccountable reason, rather 
slow in turning their attention to the movement for 
the promotion of international goodwill and the pacific 
settlement of disputes between nations. It is most 
encouraging that they are at last coming to the front 
and taking the matter up in earnest. The educators 
of the world once thoroughly devoted to the inculca- 
tion of right ideas of patriotism, of the brotherhood 
of men, and of the proper relations which nations 
ought to maintain toward each other, and no war 
would ever again be possible between countries in 
which general education prevails. 

The American Peace Society will be glad to aid, 
as far as possible, superintendents and teachers in 
arranging material for the observance of the 18th 
inst. 



Superintendent of Schools, — 

Dear Sir : A statute which has made the school laws 
of Massachusetts famous for more than a century imposes 
upon all instructors of youth the obligation to use their 



The Cost of War. 

It is not at all easy to write effectively on the 
cost of war, even when the figures are as enormous 
as they are at the present time. Every writer who 
attempts to set forth the ruinous effects of this evil 
by an exposition of its economic aspects finds him- 
self compelled, in treating certain phases of the sub- 
ject, to resort to statements of a general and indefi- 
nite character, which appeal only feebly to the 
ordinary imagination. Where definite arrays of 
figures can be given, the vast sums fail often to produce 



